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HOUSE BI LL 1616

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Cooke, Tokuda, Dyer, Cody, Sheahan, Regal a, Tal cott,
Skinner, Murray, Carrell, Gonbosky, Ogden, Carlson, Dickerson, Wod,
Conway, Anderson, Costa, Cooper, Butler, Cole and O Brien

Read first tinme 02/03/97. Referred to Commttee on Children & Fam |y
Servi ces.

AN ACT Relating to healthy children and famlies; anmending RCW
74.09. 790; adding a new section to chapter 74.09 RCW creating a new
section; providing an effective date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the maternity
care access system has inproved birth outcones, contributing to the
gromh of a healthy and productive society. The legislature further
finds that enabling the maternity care access system to continue
serving sone young children and their parents until the child s third
birthday will maintain and strengthen at-risk famlies.

Sec. 2. RCW74.09.790 and 1993 ¢ 407 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout RCW 74.09.760 through 74.09.820 and
74.09. 510:

(1) "At-risk eligible person” nmeans an eligible person and her
child up to age three determ ned by the departnent to need speci al

assistance in applying for and obtaining nmaternity care, including
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pregnant wonmen who are substance abusers, pregnant and parenting
adol escents, pregnant mnority wonen, and other eligible persons who
need speci al assistance in gaining access to the maternity care system

(2) "County authority" nmeans the board of county conm ssioners,

county council, or county executive having the authority to participate
in the maternity care access program or its designee. Two or nore
county authorities may enter into joint agreenments to fulfill the

requi renents of this chapter.

(3) "Departnent"” neans the departnment of social and health
servi ces.

(4) "Eligible person” neans a wonman in need of maternity care or
a child up to age three, who is eligible for nedical assistance

pursuant to this chapter ((ertheprenatal—ecareprogramadmnistered-by
the—departrent)).

(5 "Maternity care services" neans inpatient and outpatient
medi cal care, case managenent, and support services necessary during
prenatal, delivery, ((and)) postpartum periods through the child's
third birthday.

(6) "Support services" neans, at |east, public health nursing
assessnent and foll ow up, health and childbirth educati on,
psychol ogi cal assessnent and counsel i ng, outreach services, nutritional
assessnment and counseling, needed vitam n and nonprescriptive drugs,
transportation, parent education, famly planning services, and child
care. Support services may include alcohol and substance abuse
treatnent for pregnant wonen who are addicted or at risk of being
addi cted to al cohol or drugs to the extent funds are nade avail abl e for
t hat purpose.

(7) "Fam |y planning services" neans planning the nunber of one’s
children by use of contraceptive techni ques.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall phase in the coverage of children under the
revised federal maternity care access waiver by providing services to
children up to age one within twelve nonths of the effective date of
this section, providing services to children up to age two wthin
twenty-four nonths of the effective date of this section, and providi ng
services to children up to age three within thirty-six nonths of the
effective date of this section
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 1997.

~-- END ---
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